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Request for: Financial and/or 'in-kind' support for Algonquins of Barriere Lake film screening April 22

Dear Madam/Sir,

This Earth Day – Tuesday April 22 – here in Ottawa, our group IPSMO is holding a special public 
event with members of the Algonquins of Barriere Lake community to screen the new documentary 
Honour Your Word, which examines their ongoing struggles for Indigenous sovereignty and 
environmental protection. ABL community leaders will also be speaking at this event.

As a group, IPSMO has been active in support the Algonuins of Barriere Lake since the summer of 
2008 – and as a community they've been active much, much longer. We are reaching out to you, as 
we feel that you share the values of what the Barriere Lake struggle is about, and we are hoping you 
can support this event, and through this their larger and ongoing campaigns for justice.

There are two things that you could do that would really help us/them out:
• a monetary donation
• promoting the event through your networks

The main goal of of the event is to raise awareness of the Barriere Lake Algonquins struggle, and to 
celebrate their lasting commitment and all that they have been able to achieve. At the same time, 
we're hoping to raise money to contribute to their struggle. The total costs for this event are between 
$1,200 to $1,500.

Any amount you are able to contribute to this event would be most appreciated - cheques can be 
made payable to 'IPSMO'. If desired, a contribution on this part can be met with inclusion of a certain 
number of people from your organization being put on the event guest list to reserve seating in 
advance – just let us know.

The second way you can help is to send out the event announcement through your email channels 
and to your networks. We would suggest doing this twice, once 2-3 weeks in advance of the event (ie 
early April), and then a few days before the event (on Friday April 18 or sometime over that weekend). 
And/or, to include notice in any regular communications or event listings you maintain.

We hope that there is a way you can help out in supporting this event, and we'd love to see you there!

In solidarity,
 
IPSMO – the Indigenous Peoples Solidarity Movement Ottawa

* Honour Your Word – Tuesday April 22, 6:30pm at the Mayfair Theatre – $5-15 suggested donation
Full event information at www.ipsmo.org or https://www.facebook.com/events/266953060131769/ 
PDF files: 8.5”x11” poster http://bit.ly/1phr8Gp – 1/4 pg flyers (doublesided) http://bit.ly/1dTLlex  

* Continue reading on page 2 for background information on the film, and on the situation of the 
Algonquins of Barriere Lake; or see www.barrierelakesolidarity.org & www.honouryourword-film.ca 

http://www.ipsmo.org/
http://bit.ly/1phr8Gp
http://bit.ly/1dTLlex
http://www.honouryourword-film.ca/
http://www.barrierelakesolidarity.org/
https://www.facebook.com/events/266953060131769/
http://www.ipsmo.org/
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More about the film, Honour Your Word, and the situation of the Algonquins of Barriere Lake

The film tells the dramatic story of the Barriere Lake Algonquin people's evolving struggle to sustain 
their homeland and culture in the face of rampant logging and other natural resource exploitation.

From the film's description: “Marylynn Poucachiche and Norman Matchewan faced tear gas and police 
batons when they joined their parents on the barricades to defend the Barriere Lake First Nation's 
traditional territory in the 1980s. Little did Marylynn and Norman realize they would still be on the 
barricades over 20 years later, this time with their own young children at their sides. “Honour Your 
Word” draws us into the daily life of a new generation of Algonquins to better understand their 
connection to their land, their way of life, and their language.”

Honour Your Word is the latest film from Director Martha Stiegman, whose work has screened in 
festivals around the world, from Tunisia and New Zealand to Brazil. Her first two documentaries, In 
Defense of our Treaties (2007) and The End of the Line (2007) explored alliances between Mi’kmaq 
and non-native fishing communities in her home province of Nova Scotia.

This film's story is set in a tiny community in Northern Quebec. In 1991, after putting pressure on the 
governments through a series of protests and blockades, the people of Barriere Lake signed an 
historic trilateral co-management agreement with the Governments of Canada and Quebec. The 
agreement laid the framework for the sustainable development and conservation of 10,000km2 of 
unceded Algonquin territory. 

It was widely heralded as a success, but the trilateral agreement has never been honoured; and as 
community members turned to the courts, marched and set up barricades to demand that its 
protections and provisions be respected, the Government of Canada responded by replacing 
traditional leaders, imposing a band and council structure and instituting third party management.

Today the lands of the Barriere Lake community are being threatened by clear-cut logging and copper 
exploration, plans approved by the Government of Quebec.

At the same time as the Algonquin territory is being robbed of its riches and its future, the people of 
Barriere Lake are living in conditions marked by substandard and over-crowded housing, declining 
services and exclusion. The costs to the community have been tremendous. 

IPSMO, the Indigenous Peoples Solidarity Movement Ottawa, has been working in solidarity with 
members of the Barriere Lake community since the summer of 2008. With this new documentary 
screening, we hope to continue to build a base of people in Ottawa that will be there for ongoing 
support of this Algonquin community as they work to defend their sovereignty, protect the 
environment, and hold the provincial and federal governments accountable.

We hope that you can help support these efforts in whatever ways are possible for your organization.

In solidarity, 
IPSMO – the Indigenous Peoples Solidarity Movement Ottawa.

http://www.ipsmo.org/

