
The Algonquins of Barriere Lake

Ways To Address Community Needs:

For more information about how you can support our cummunity in our 
struggles, please contact us at barrierelakesolidarity@gmail.com or check 

out www.barrierelakesolidarity.org 
or https://www.facebook.com/BarriereLakeSolidarity for updates.

We are located 3.5 hours drive north of Ottawa, in the La Vérendrye Wildlife 
Reserve (Quebec). An estimated 450 Algonquins live within the traditional 
territory, or rely on the land to feed our families and to preserve our language 
and culture. 

We have attempted to promote co-existence with other users of the territory 
through agreements, such as the Trilateral Agreement, signed with Canada and 
Quebec in 1991. The Trilateral Agreement was supposed to give the community 
a say in forestry and wildlife management, in order for the community to 
protect wildlife breeding areas, fish spawning areas, and sacred or historical 
sites.

While an estimated $100 million worth of resources is extracted from our 
traditional territory every year, the community does not derive any financial 
benefit. In recent years, Quebec has allowed the destruction of sensitive areas 
and Canada has interfered with community governance. Both governments have 
refused to adequately address the extremely difficult living conditions in the 
community.
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Contact Information 

 
Community Spokespeople: 
Michel Thusky 819.435.2171 m_wawatie@hotmail.com 
Marylynn Poucachiche 819.435.2142 marylynnpoucachiche@hotmail.com 
Norman Matchewan 819.334.0411 matchewan_norm@hotmail.com  
 
Barriere Lake Policy Advisor: 
Russell Diabo 613.296.0110 rdiabo@rogers.com 
 
Grand Chief of the Algonquin Nation Secretariat: 
Norman Young 819.723.2019 norm.young@tembec.com  
 
Barriere Lake Solidarity Collective  
Organizer Martin Lukacs 514.522.8416 barrierelakesolidarity@gmail.com 
For more information: barrierelakesolidarity.blogspot.com 

1. By having a voice in the management of our traditional territory, 
particularly the 10 000 square kilometers recognized under the 
Trilateral Agreement;
 

2. Through government support for 
the implementation of the 
Integrated Resource Management 
Plan.

3. Through increased community  
participation in the regional 
economy. 

4. Reserve expansion and 
construction of much needed new 
housing. 

5. Resource revenue sharing from 
forestry, fishing, hunting and 
recreational activities to assist 
people who are in transition and 
help the community address dire 
needs.

Our Current Demands
1. No forestry without the community’s voices

2. No mining without consent
3. No electrical hookup without a community plan
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1. No Forestry Without The Community’s Voices

Families in our community are the 
key decision-making units. 
Barriere Lake families would 
prefer not to have clear-cuts in 
their hunting and harvesting 
territory. However we understand 
that some logging will take place. 
In a spirit of co-existence and to 
ensure our survival, community 
members who wish to negotiate 
logging on their family territories 
have a right to secure the 
protection of significant cultural 
and wildlife areas.

The destruction at Poigan 
In the Poigan sector, for example, Resolute 
Forest Products destroyed historical, cultural and 
sacred sites in 2012, following a long struggle 
with community members. Such sites are 
vital to the cultural survival of the 
next generation.

THE COMMUNITY DEMANDS THAT THEIR VOICES BE HEARD IN THE 
IDENTIFICATION AND PROTECTION OF SENSITIVE AREAS, DRAWING ON 
THE KNOWLEDGE AND NEEDS OF COMMUNITY MEMBERS, AND ON THE 
INTEGRATED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN ALREADY PREPARED AS 

PART OF THE TRILATERAL AGREEMENT PROCESS.

The conflict and destruction has also opened 
deep wounds for residential school survivors, 
who rely on their connection to the land for 

their health and healing.

This devastation has affected 
community relations, including 

relationships within families. How can 
young people understand the value 
of sacred sites identified by their 

parents when they are destroyed by 
a forestry company? How can 
parents choose between being 

thrown in jail for trying to protect 
these sites or standing aside? 

2. No Mining Without Consent

The mining company Copper One continues to state that they plan to continue 
exploration on a potential copper deposit in the heart of the territory. This is 
despite repeated statements that the company does not have our consent to 
operate in our territory.

Our community sees the potential 
mining exploitation as killing our 
identity. It is like burying us alive.

Our identity is still alive through our connection 
to the land and to the significant sites that our 
elders have shown us. The proposed mine would 
cause irreparable damage to sacred, historical and 
offering sites. 

Mining operations would take place 
near the headwaters of the Ottawa and 

Gatineau rivers. 

Many communities, including ours, draw their 
water directly from rivers, lakes and reservoirs downsteam (including the Cabonga 
reservoir, Baskatong reservoir, Gatineau river, and Ottawa River). 

The project would also destroy the sturgeon population by disrupting spawning 
sites, which have already been identified by the community through the Trialteral 
(co-existence) Agreement.

3. No Electrical Hookup 
Without A Community Plan

For many years, our community has been powered by a number of large diesel 
generators. While our lands were flooded to create a nearby generating station, the 
community is not connected to the grid. 

Electricity costs on the reserve are currently paid by the community (collectively). 
The governments propose that individual families pay hydro bills. Community 
members are concerned about hardships for many families, as unemployment is 
very high. 

The Quebec and Canadian governments recently signed an agreement to electrify 
the community, without the community being a party to the agreement. The 
community demands that our concerns are addressed through a community plan 
currently being developed.


